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In Massachusetts, public investment in preschool expansion has taken many forms. This fact sheet 
shares a brief history from 2015 to the present day.   

Pre-CPPI: In late 2015, the federally funded Preschool Expansion Grant (PEG) was implemented in 
five communities: Boston, Springfield, Holyoke, Lawrence, and Lowell. Funding 48 high-quality full-
day, full-year classrooms and served 3,200 4-year-olds over four years, at $15 million per year. 

CPPI, planning and implementation grants: Launched in 2016, the state-funded Commonwealth 
Preschool Partnership Initiative (CPPI) built on the success of PEG. There are two CPPI grants that 
local communities can receive: a planning grant or an implementation grant. Planning grants support 
communities in preparing for implementation by conducting a needs assessment and developing a 
strategic plan, whereas implementation grants support communities in launching and operating CPPI 
programming.  

The Department of Early Education and Care (EEC) awarded the first 13 planning grants in 2016, with 
additional grants awarded in subsequent years. In 2019, the state added implementation grants. As of 
August 2026, 31 communities have received planning grants over the duration of the initiative, and 30 
communities are currently receiving implementation grants. Due to limited funding, no new planning 
grants have been awarded since 2025. State funds support three priorities—access, quality, and 
inclusion—to deliver high-quality, affordable preschool education to 3- and 4-year-olds across the 
mixed-delivery system. 

 
History of CPPI State Funding, Per Fiscal Year (FY) 

FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25 FY26 FY27 

$5M $5M $5M $10M $15M $20.5M $22.5M $20.5M $15.5M 
 

 

For more information, view March 2026 EEC Board Meeting Presentation and May 2025 EEC 
CPPI Data Brief, or please contact Ann Kauffman at akauffman@strategiesforchildren.org. 

  

http://www.strategiesforchildren.org/
https://www.mass.gov/doc/march-eec-board-meeting-slide-deck-updated/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/commonwealth-preschool-partnership-cppi-data-brief/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/commonwealth-preschool-partnership-cppi-data-brief/download
mailto:akauffman@strategiesforchildren.org
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Local Communities 
Commonwealth Preschool Partnership Initiative (state funded) 

Planning Grant  Implementation Grant  
Boston* FY17 FY19 – Current 
Lowell* FY16, FY18 FY19–Current 

Lawrence* FY16, FY18 FY19 – Current 
Holyoke* FY16 FY19–Current 

Springfield* FY16 FY19–Current 
Athol FY16 never transitioned 

Brockton FY16; FY17; FY22 FY23–Current 
Cape Cod (Dennis, Yarmouth, Chatham, 

and Harwich) 
FY16 never transitioned 

Fall River FY16; FY22 FY23 – Current 
New Bedford FY16 FY19–Current 
North Adams FY16 FY19–Current 

Pittsfield FY16; FY24; FY25 FY26–Current 
Somerville FY16 FY19–Current 
Worcester FY16; FY22; FY24 FY25–Current 

Salem FY 17 FY22–Current 
Milton FY22 never transitioned 

Framingham  FY22–Current 
Gloucester  FY23–Current 
Haverhill FY18 FY23 – Current 

Hoosac Valley (Adams and Cheshire) FY22 FY23–Current 
Lynn FY22 FY23-Current 

Malden FY22 FY23–Current 
Northampton FY18 FY19–Current 

Plymouth  FY23- Current 
Sandwich FY22 FY23–Current 
Westfield  FY23–Current 

Lee FY18 never transitioned 
Falmouth FY22 never transitioned 

Barnstable FY24, FY25 FY26–Current 
Chicopee FY24, FY25 FY26–Current 
Fitchburg FY24, FY25 FY26 – Current 

Gateway Regional (Huntington, Russell, 
Blandford, Chester, Middlefield, and Montgomery) 

FY24, FY25 FY26–Current 

Quincy FY24, FY25 FY26–Current 
Taunton FY24, FY25 FY26–Current 

*Communities that received the federally funded Preschool Expansion Grant, 2015-2019. 
Last updated in August 2026.  
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