December 15, 2025

Dear Senator Edward Markey, Senator Elizabeth Warren, Representative Richard Neal, Representative
James McGovern, Representative Lori Trahan, Representative Jake Auchincloss, Representative Katherine
Clark, Representative Seth Moulton, Representative Ayanna Pressley, Representative Stephen Lynch, and
Representative William Keating:

This year, Massachusetts achieved a record level of investment with $1.6 billion in early education and
care funding. Approximately 50% of early education and care funding in Massachusetts is either direct
federal funding or tied indirectly to federal funding through the Child Care Development Block Grant
(CCDBG) or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) block grant. This progress represents years
of shared effort at both the state and federal levels, and it underscores just how essential federal
partnership is to the Commonwealth’s early education and care system.

This funding milestone comes just one year after the Massachusetts State Legislature took a bold step by
passing major policy reforms and expanding the income eligibility for child care financial assistance.
These policies hold great promise but will require investment to fully realize their impact.

Today, 69,000 children receive child care financial assistance and 69% of all MA early education and care
providers accept child care financial assistance. These two metrics are the highest they have ever been.
At the same time, only about 29% of children who meet the current income eligibility threshold are
receiving child care financial assistance. Access to this critical resource has been very limited for income
eligible families since March 2024 due to appropriation levels and requires additional funding to allow
expansion.

As demand continues to grow, increased federal funding is essential to meet the needs of Massachusetts
families and to sustain the progress Massachusetts has made so far.

We urge Congress to act quickly and pass the Senate FY26 Labor-HHS-Education spending bill that
funds child care and early learning programs through Fiscal Year 2026.

This includes:

e Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG): $8.83 billion, an $85 million increase over fiscal
year 2025.

e Head Start and Early Head Start: $12.36 billion, an $85 million increase over fiscal year 2025.

e Preschool Development Grant Birth Through Five (PDG B-5): $315 million, level with fiscal year
2025.



The child care and early learning programs in this bill have a long history of bipartisan support and are
vital to helping families find and afford quality education and care.

The Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG) provides federal funding for child care subsidies to
help eligible low-income families access child care and improve the quality of child care for all children.
Federal funding not only supports our child care financial assistance program (CCFA) in Massachusetts,
but also funds workforce investments, quality improvements, and core operations at the Department of
Early Education and Care.

Head Start funds support 28 Head Start and Early Head Start grantees in Massachusetts which serve
roughly 10,000 young children and their families. Head Start eligible children are among the most
vulnerable in our Commonwealth; Head Start serves children from families earning under the Federal
Poverty Level, children experiencing homelessness, children in foster care, and other very vulnerable
children at no cost to the family. Head Start programs provide critical services to these children and
families, including early education and care, health, mental health, and nutritional services, and
comprehensive family support and parent education.

While the Senate funding level includes an $85 million increase for Head Start, this would mean just a
0.6% Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for hardworking and underpaid Head Start teachers and staff. We
encourage Congressional leaders to support the largest increase for Head Start possible to provide a
reasonable COLA for Head Start providers.

We also know that the Senate spending bill includes other critical investments for children and families,
including the Preschool Development Grant Birth Through Five (PDG B-5), the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), and Child Care Access Means Parents in School (CCAMPIS).

We need this full-year deal because the early education and care system cannot operate under ongoing
uncertainty; without it, we put access to child care and Head Start at risk for families and children, and
we jeopardize the jobs of early educators.

Thank you for your work on behalf of our communities. We urge you to work with your colleagues in
Congress to ensure that our country’s child care and early learning programs have the resources they
need to continue to support children, families and the early education and care workforce in

Massachusetts.
Sincerely,
Organizations
18 Degrees, Western MA Bay Area Professional Family Child Care
All About Children, Inc, Easthampton Network, Concord/CA

Ayer Kiddie Depot, Fitchburg and Ayer Berrybrook School, Inc., Duxbury



Betel Child care services Inc, Springfield
Boston Children's Museum, Statewide
Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center,
Boston

Callanan Family Fund, Gloucester

Careview Family Daycare, Somerville

Child Tools Consulting, Child Tools Consulting
Children's HealthWatch, Statewide
Children's Investment Fund, Statewide
Children’s Trust of Massachusetts, Worcester
ChildThrive Initiative, Inc., Statewide
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Cottage Children’s Center, Marlborough
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Ellis Early Learning, Boston
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Family Nurturing Center of Massachusetts,
Boston
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Gan Aliyah Preschool, Needham

Gentle Circle Learning Center Inc, Worcester
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Horizons for Homeless Children, Statewide
J&R Family Day Care, Chicopee
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Charlestown
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Statewide
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Massachusetts Budget and Policy Center
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Massachusetts Head Start Association,
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Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children, Statewide
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ACCESS of Newton, West Newton
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Plowshares Childcare Program , Newtonville
Rainbow Child Development Center, Worcester
Seven Hills Foundation/Family Services of
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Somerville YMCA, Somerville

Square One, Springfield

Strategies for Children, Statewide

Teach Plus, Statewide

Teva's Little Family Childcare, Pittsfield

The Children First Center, Granby

The Garden's Stars Childcare , Lawrence

The Little Explorers Learning Center, Lynnfield
Together for Kids Coalition, Worcester

Trust Center for Early Education, Boston
Tufts Interdisciplinary Evaluation Research
(TIER), Boston

Village PreSchool, Roslindale

Wellesley Community Children's Center,
Wellesley

Wheaton College Early Education Center,
Norton



Abby Shapiro, Watertown
Adrian Smith, Easton

Adrienne Brown, West Roxbury
Aileen Landau, Needham
Alessia Reis DaCruz, Billerica
Alexandra, Belmont

Alexus Garcia, Charlestown
Alison Evans, Haverhill

Alyson Achorn, Marlborough
Amanda Gorner, Dorchester
Amanda Lopes, Winthrop
AmberRose Beal Osiris, Somerville
AmyBeth Smith, Brookline

Ana Perdomo, Lynn

Anna Goodkind, Boston

Anne Douglass, Boston

Anne Dugan, Waltham

Arissa Lee, Wellesley

Ayla, Cambridge

Barbara Black, Northampton
Belma Moreira , Massachusetts
Bonnie Gorman RN, Quincy
Bridget White, Norwood

Carla Rodrigues Soares Caetano, Fall River

Carly Gaeta, Lawrence

Carmen Manzanarez , Lawrence
Carol Nolan, Winthrop

Carolina Rolon, Revere

Caroline Holland, Dedham
Caroline Lovett, Norfolk
Charlotte Bruce, Massachusetts
Cherish Casey, South End
Christine Bortolotto, Boston
Christine Ross, Salem
Christopher Marino, Massachusetts
Claire McNally, Woburn
Clarence Little, Mattapan
Crystal Galvin, Charlestown
Daisy Stanley , Dorchester
Daniel Finucane, Wellesley
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Darlene Howland, Wellesley
Dawn DiStefano, Springfield

Deb Ansouurlian, Lynn

Digna Melendez , Springfield
Dodi Swope, Worcester

Don Hawley, Concord
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Dr. Caleb Sabatka, Massachusetts
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Massachusetts

Edna Cabral, Woburn

Edna Cubillos , Worcester

Eileen Rakhunov, Massachusetts
Eleonora Villegas-Reimers, Belmont
Elizabeth Cruz, Springfield
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Emily O'Brien, Watertown

Emma Tobin, Boston
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Erin Bigelow, Wellesley
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Giselle Rosso, Shrewsbury
Gloria Guarumo, Revere
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Harold A Blanco, Massachusetts
Huey Wu, Amherst

Hyacinth Griffin, Gloucester
Jacqueline Ferguson, Springfield
Jacqueline Wade, Mattapan
Janet Boswell, Winchester
Janet Rios, Springfield



Janis Santos, Ludlow

Jayleese Le Blanc, Wareham
Jean Walsh, Shrewsbury
Jeanny Melo, Boston

Jelonid Fuentes, Boston

Jillian Geraghty, Weymouth

Jo Ann Borinski, Clinton

Jo Carpino, Newtonville

Joe Bernard, Belmont

Jonie Latimer-Brady, Fitchburg and Ayer
Judith Conway, Randolph
Judith Gasinowski, Georgetown
Julia Goetze, Wellesley

Julie McKinney, Massachusetts
June Ameen, Massachusetts
Justin Pasquariello, East Boston
Karin Pilgrim, Easthampton
Kate Barrand, Massachusetts
Katherine Barry, West Newton
Katherine Chicas, Chelsea
Kathleen Treglia, New Bedford
Kathryn Veatch, Amherst

Katie Muse Fisher , Boston
Kelly English, Massachusetts
Keylin Perez, Sunderland

Kim Davenport, Worcester
Kimberly Tremlett, Watertown
Laila McCarthy, Worcester
Laura Brillant-Giangrande, Hopedale

Laura Perille, Boston, Cambridge, Chelsea,

Revere, Everett, Malden
Lauren Cook, Boston

Lauren Cooke, Massachusetts
Lauren Crawford, Boston

Leea Cooley, Afawam

Leslie Baker, Central MA
Letisha Ferabolli, Worcester
Lillian Carrasquillo Pérez, Norton
Linda Hyde, Worcester

Linda Schumacher, Holliston
Lindy McGrail Younis, Brookline
Lisa Salerno, Charlestown

Liz Dempsey Lee, Needham
Lorelle Arpino, Roslindale

Lori Champagne, West Springfield
Lucas Skorczeski, Boxborough
Lynne Mendes, Boston
Madeline Gillespie, Milton
Madeline Nees, Boston
Madonna Kinne, Cambridge
Maria Vaz, Brockton

Maribel Carvajal , Belmont
Maribel Molina, Revere
Maribel Molina, Revere

Marie Bossi, Revere

Marleny, Fall River

Marta Zuluaga, Chicopee

Mary Ann Ziomek, Amherst
Marybeth Brown, Sterling
Maryi Cabrera, Springfield
Mason Michelle, Norton
Melinda Aile, Mattapoisett
Melissa Higgins, Boston
Melissa Kintish, Cambridge
Melissa Pincus, Ashfield
Melora Balson, Massachusetts
Mercedes Calderon, Springfield
Meredith Callanan, Gloucester
Michelle McDougall, Boston
Milena Gostanian, Boston
Molly McCarthy, Wellesley
Nancy Ward, Northampton
Nicelia Irizarry, Springfield
Nicki Ruiz de Luzuriaga, Boston
Nicole Geyster, Leicester
Nicole Rivera, Chicopee

Nina Nedrebo, Cambridge
Ophelia Navarro, Cambridge
Ophelia Navarro, Cambridge
Paula Andrea Echeverri Durango, Springfield
Rachael Hurley, Wellesley
Reyita Lara Villar, Hyde Park
Rhonda Prentice, Roxbury
Robin Hewitt Temple, East Falmouth



Rosa Turco, Boston

Ruth Cossio, Norwood
Samantha Lemoine, Lancaster
Sara Yablon-Smith, Winchester
Sarah Besse, Boston

Sarah DiConza, Framingham
Sarah Griffin, North Attleboro
Shaakira Parker, Waltham
Shaitia Spruell, Lancaster
Shavon Drayton, Roxbury
Shirley Villegas Giraldo, Massachusetts
Sierra Rainville, Cambridge
Stacia Smith, Haverhill

Stacy Watts, Duxbury

Susan Hamlett, Chicopee
Suzanne Stillinger, Northampton
Suzy de Oliveira, Leominster
Tania Buck, Lynn

Tanya Lazar, Newton

Teresita Moreno, Lowell

Teva lacuessa, Pittsfield

Tonia Ostrow, Worcester
Tracey Chalifour, Lawrence
Tyler Bickford, Massachusetts
Vera Viera, Milford

Virginia Martinez, Revere
Wendelmi Miller, Fitchburg
Wendy Provencher, Pittsfield
Wendy Taylor, Beverly

Zineb Bouchaalla, Revere



